
                FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

INTERNATIONALS COACH NAMED  
US YOUTH SOCCER ADIDAS COACH OF THE YEAR 

Medina, Ohio -- Keri Sarver, Internationals Soccer Club Women’s Coach, was named 2009 US Youth 
Soccer adidas Competitive Coach of the Year for Girls in Fort Worth, Texas on February 26, 2010.  
Sarver, of Akron, was selected by the US Youth Soccer Board of Directors after being chosen 
Regional Coach of the Year late last year.  Zdravko Popovic, Internationals Soccer Club co-owner 
and Director of Coaching, expressed his delight at the award, “This is an incredible honor for Keri and 
our soccer club.  Keri is one of the truly outstanding young soccer coaches in this country, as well as 
a wonderful role model for all the girls in our program.” 

Sarver was recognized for this honor because she teachers her players that in addition to mastering 
the technical aspects of the game of soccer, they must also master the mental, physical and 
emotional aspects of the game to achieve success.  She teaches life skills through athletics that help 
her protégés to be best on and off the soccer field.  Keri’s U-17 Girls Internationals Soccer team 
bought into her philosophy, leading them to compete in the 2009 US Youth Soccer National 
Championship in Boston in July, and win the United Soccer League Super Y League National 
Championship in Tampa in November.  Sarver’s 2009 coaching resume consists of one national 
finalist, two regional semifinalists, and five Ohio North State Champions.   A true student of the game, 

Sarver is a USSF “A” License coach, the first female in Ohio North to achieve this level. 

Prior to coaching, Sarver was a standout player at every level.  While in high school at Massillon 
Jackson, Sarver was a Parade All-American selection, and Akron Beacon Journal Player and Athlete 
of the Year.  Sarver holds every offensive school record in the University of Maryland Women’s 
Soccer history (including career and single-season goals, assists and points), and was named the 
University’s Athlete of the Year her senior year.  Keri was a star in the classroom as well, winning the 
University of Maryland President’s Cup Award for Academic Achievement, the Maryland Association 
of Collegiate Directors of Athletics Outstanding Academic Achievement Award, and was a regular on 
the Dean’s List before graduating with a Degree in Computer Science.   Following graduation from 
college, Sarver played professional soccer with the Washington Freedom, New York Power and 
Carolina Courage.  Sarver played her club soccer with the Cleveland Internationals, and attributes 
much of her success to Popovic. 
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